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Dear Friends,
Nearly a decade ago, our kids were the ages of 3, 5,
and 7 years old. When we came face to face with the
realities of human trafficking in Thailand where we were
living, we were horrified and angered. As parents, we
kept asking ourselves, “What if it were one of our own
children trapped in trafficking? What would we do?” It
was the answer to those questions that drove us to begin
this work of freedom.
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We wanted to build an organization that systematically
rescued kids from slavery, and you have helped us do just
that over the years. Your support has equipped and sent
out trained operatives to find those trapped in trafficking
situations. Your gifts have supported police partners in
rescue missions and in the arrests of traffickers. Your
advocacy has inspired activism and generosity.

THE EXODUS ROAD

YOU HAVE EMPOWERED FREEDOM,
FRIENDS, IN 2019 AS IN THE YEARS
BEFORE. TOGETHER WE’VE HELPED
TO FIND AND FREE 1,355 SURVIVORS
AND ARREST 660 TRAFFICKERS. IT’S
INCREDIBLE WORK WE GET TO DO
TOGETHER.
We hope that as you read through the following pages
highlighting the impact you have made possible, you’ll
feel encouraged and inspired. This story of rescue and
justice is one you are helping to write into existence all
around the world.

With Deep Gratitude,

Matt Parker
Laura Parker
Matt & Laura Parker
Co-Founders
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A Systemic Issue

The Exodus Road’s

THE REALITY OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Prevention

40.3M

PEOPLE LIVE IN MODERN SLAVERY
AROUND OUR GLOBE.*

We know that helping to prevent human trafficking is an effective way to fight
it. With that value in mind, we create and share tools, trainings, and resources
about the issue with partners, leaders and communities. When we educate
people, we are activating the ordinary citizen in this fight against injustice.

It is an issue that is pervasive as it
is complex. Slavery exists in every
corner of the world, yet is largely
invisible to most people. A highly
lucrative criminal industry, trafficking
represents over $150B in profits for
traffickers and companies around the
world.**

Intervention

Modern slavery is woven into all of
our lives, from the food we consume
to the goods we purchase. At The
Exodus Road, we believe that everyone has a role to play in the fight against this systemic
global atrocity, and the first step in combating the issue begins in education.
Three categories of exploitation primarily encompass human trafficking: Commercial
Sexual Exploitation, Forced Labor, and/or Servitude & Forced Marriage.

GLOBAL SLAVERY HEATMAP*
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Solution

BRINGING RESCUE TO SONS AND DAUGHTERS

Intervention is the primary focus of our organization. Through the work of
our Search + Rescue Teams alongside local police and social workers, we
empower investigations into human trafficking, rescue for survivors, and
arrests of traffickers. We work within legal systems and with local nationals to
make human trafficking a more dangerous crime, thereby impacting freedom
for individuals and also the larger systems that enslave them.

THE EXODUS ROAD

VOLUNTEER COVERT
OPERATIVES

Aftercare

NATIONAL
OPERATIVE

SOCIAL WORKER WITH
SURVIVORS

The Exodus Road empowers social workers and crisis care workers in each
country where we work. In the critical hours during and after a rescue,
these nationals offer immediate care for survivors. We also support local,
private aftercare shelters that specialize in caring for human trafficking
survivors.

*Global Slavery Index, 2018
**Polaris
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The
Genesis Story

“Here is the juxtaposition that I can’t ever really
overcome when I am undercover (secretly pretending
to be a John to get evidence for her freedom). I have to
choose, out of 15-20 women who are on stage dancing
provocatively, and what must it be like for her? I would
assume there are two things in her mind: ‘Will you
choose me, please? I’m trying to pay off my debt and
get home,’ and, ‘Please don’t choose me.’” - Matt Parker
That statement unraveled me.
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I had just listened as Matt Parker, CEO and Co-Founder of The Exodus Road,
recounted the story of his family’s transition to Thailand and their introduction to
the fight against human trafficking. A few hours earlier, we had packed in loads of
camera gear and sat down across from each other — together with Laura Parker
and two other members of The Exodus Road HQ team, Angelica and Kyle.
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It was nearing lunchtime, and the restaurant that had graciously opened their
doors for our film shoot hummed with the sound of cooks and servers preparing
for the early crowd.

T H E S U N S H I N E T H AT H A D I N I T I A L LY L E A K E D I N T H R O U G H
THE WINDOWS WAS NOW DETERMINED TO BE SEEN
T H R O U G H T H E D R A P E S W E H A D U S E D TO CO N T R O L L I G H T.

THE EXODUS ROAD

Just eight days earlier, my wife and I had packed all of our belongings in a moving
truck and made the long, windswept drive across the plains to our new home.

Suspected trafficking victims are presented for purchase by the trafficker.

My first week as the Creative Director at The
Exodus Road was nearly complete, and already I
had a strong sense that the mission I had signed
on with would dismantle and reconstruct much
of what I thought I knew about trafficking.
Every time I’ve interacted with an undercover
operative at The Exodus Road, I walk away with
this thought rattling around in my head:

of happiness that these trafficked victims are
forced to portray is a humanity that I’m sure
would wreck me if I saw it in person.

What must it be like to sit across from a victim?
Could I make eye contact with a young girl or
young boy that can’t possibly be the 18-yearsold that their trafficker has advertised? Could
I handle the depth of the desperation and
conflict that lives within their hearts? Behind
the masks of entertainment and the false sense

I had familiarized myself with the facts of The
Exodus Road long before we sat across from
each other on that Colorado morning, but those
facts weren’t true knowledge. I needed to hear
and feel the story; I needed the facts to travel
from my head to my heart.

The courage also exhibited by an operative —
to tame anger and aggression toward a john in
that moment — is nothing short of extraordinary.
Yet it is that commitment to the fight against
systemic human trafficking that makes the story
“ I C O U L D N E V E R D O T H A T . ” of The Exodus Road so unique.

Cont.
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“What if this were our kids? Would we not want good men and women
to brave the darkness and to find the courage to embolden their moral
compass enough that they could be exposed to the world the way it
is -- not the world we want it to be? Can we bring light in the darkest
of corners for the sake of a child who is enslaved, cannot leave, and is
being abused every night?” - Matt Parker
So they stepped behind the curtains that
offered a thin veil over the illegal activity
taking place in commercial sex districts and
roadside brothels. They learned why the
young girls wore buttons with numbers on
their chests. Sitting in brothels posed as bars
and restaurants, they listened as victims like
Belle detailed how they were lured to the
city.
The system of trafficking began to take
shape for Matt and Laura. With the promise
of employment and a future, these young
boys and girls were taken from their families
only to be coerced into performing sex acts
with customers (sometimes more than ten
times a day). All of this abuse to pay off
an alleged debt, invented to coerce their
cooperation.

As one conversation came to an end that
day, we moved on to lunch together where
new stories surfaced. It was clear that this was
a regular aspect of everyday conversation
for Matt and Laura. We celebrated recent
investigations and rescues that had taken
place only a week earlier. I learned of young
boys and girls that had been reunited with
their families, as shared by our Country
Director in India.
Ordinary people have made those stories
possible. Ordinary men and women have
allowed themselves to be disturbed to their
core by injustice. Ordinary conversations
detail the names and stories of those that
this dark system of oppression would much
rather go untold.

A trafficker sits with probable trafficking victims waiting in the background.

Just as the sunshine had resolved to be seen through the drapes we had placed over
the windows that day, the light carried by ordinary people draws back the curtains and
reveals trafficking injustices taking place in every corner of our world.

WHEN I PULLED AWAY FROM THE RESTAURANT
T H AT DAY, I WA S OV E R W H E L M E D W I T H A STO R M
OF EMOTIONS.

As I sat there, shifting uncomfortably while
they detailed horrors that were foreign
to my own childhood, I couldn’t get away
from one haunting idea: Who will go for
these victims if not ordinary men and
women compelled to see justice acted out
in our world? Could I have the courage
to be that person? Eventually, the Parkers
began to see patterns of success in their
investigative deployments. Together with
law enforcement, they developed best
practices, compiled target packages, and
celebrated successful rescue operations.
In 2011 The Exodus Road was born. As of
2019, The Exodus Road has celebrated its
1,355th survivor rescue, and 660th trafficker
arrest.

We had only scratched the surface of the issue. The dismantling had begun and the facts
were humanized.
I thought of my wife and sister, of my parents and the hope that they have for their kids. All
parents should have the freedom to trust the dreams they have for their children’s future.
It broke me to imagine my own loved ones victimized by the trafficking system.
“We must work to make trafficking a dangerous thing to do,” I thought to myself. “The
Belles and Sarahs of this world deserve the opportunity to experience their childhood,
and the national operatives who brave dark places on their behalf require support.”
Belle and Sarah will never know
me, and they won’t know that
I wept over their stories when
I drove away from lunch on
that sunny Colorado Springs
afternoon.
A young girl is brought into a room to
meet with our undercover operative.

-Preston Goff
Creative Director
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Highlights
A NIGHT FOR RESCUE 2019

25, 381 INVESTIGATIVE
HOURS

In April, 300 of our friends in
Colorado came together for our
annual gala in Colorado Springs.
It was a night of community, and
it was a night of funding rescue
for the upcoming year. In fact,
through generous sponsorships
and the donations made that
evening, this community raised
over $187,000 for rescue!

EQUIPPING PARTNERS:
FORENSIC GEAR

YOUNGEST
SURVIVOR RESCUE

In August of 2019, our team
in Thailand worked with
local police to support a
successful case in which five
young children were rescued
from a human trafficking
begging ring. The youngest
child was only 7 months
old. Eight adults were
arrested in the case which
was a collaborative effort by
several local NGOs and law
enforcement.

Working with one of our
corporate partners, Cellebrite,
we were able to donate a
second mobile forensic device
to our partners in Latin America.
This device will be used in their
forensics lab to more efficiently
gather evidence of major
criminal activity - especially
human trafficking.
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Rescues require hours of intentional
time spent in investigation alongside
local law enforcement. In 2019, TER
covert operatives completed over
25K hours of investigation both on
the ground and digitally.

THE EXODUS ROAD

GIVING TUESDAY
LARGEST RESCUE
OPERATION OF 2019

SHOP FOR FREEDOM

We worked to re-launch our online store with new
vision and products. We offered three unique lines
of products: one supported at-risk communities, one
fueled intervention work, and one empowered survivors.
From jewelry to mugs, from leather goods to t-shirts,
you showed up and shopped for freedom with us.

Our Latin American team
facilitated the rescue of 89
survivors, and the subsequent
arrest of 8 traffickers, in April.
This was the largest human
trafficking rescue operation
The Exodus Road has ever
accomplished in Latin America!

The financial gifts that The Exodus
Road receives during Giving
Tuesday remain a critical part of
our operating budget every year,
ensuring that the front line work of
rescue continues. We are thankful
for the 243 donors, including ten
personal Facebook fundraisers,
that mobilized hope for survivors
of human trafficking.
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Prevention

The first step in
fighting injustice.
Prevention is the first pillar of the battle against human trafficking. It
can involve projects focused on training and awareness, economic
development, legal advocacy, education for at-risk youth,
employment programs, community development, and support for
the most vulnerable.

THE EXODUS ROAD

At The Exodus Road, we primarily focus on
training and awareness initiatives as a means
of prevention. We equip the general public
with the knowledge of human trafficking
right in their own communities.

Over the years in our front line work, we have learned the systems,
tactics, vulnerabilities, and warning signs of human trafficking.
By sharing those freely with others via tools and trainings, we are
helping to empower citizens right in their own communities and
around the world.
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Traffickwatch Online

2019 FREEDOM REPORT

Awarded Website of the Day by CSS Design Awards.

THE EXODUS ROAD
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CASE 1

ver850!
o
Empowering ordinary people to

identify signs of human trafficking
in their communities.
2019 brought the launch of TraffickWatch for The Exodus
Road community. This training project was comprised
of two key components: an online digital experience
and an in-person training program. Both projects
focused on educating key audiences about the realities
and dangers of human trafficking. They provided
participants with practical resources to support at-risk
populations, as well as basic skills for recognizing and
reporting potential cases of trafficking in their own
communities.
Our pilot program of the in-person training of
TraffickWatch primarily focused on those in the
education system including administrators, teachers,
and even student leaders. Throughout the course of
2019, the TER team was able to deliver the presentation
to 850 individuals, mostly in the state of Colorado.

Victim | Nikki
Age | 17
Gender | Female
Location | Memphis, Tennessee, USA
Type of Trafficking | Sex Trafficking
Nikki grew up in the foster care system, living with
multiple families. She went to eight different schools
by the time she was 15. One day she was at the
mall, and she and her friends were approached by
a 20-year-old male. He flirted with them and began
texting Nikki. He convinced her to run away from
her current foster family and live with him in an
apartment across town. He bought her clothes and
treated her well. He became her boyfriend.
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After one month, he began pimping Nikki out to
his friends or clients he found online. Nikki was a
minor, so she went for a higher price. She did what
he wanted because he was her boyfriend, and she
convinced herself that he loved her.

EXPERIENCE
TRAFFICKWATCH ONLINE
Don’t miss our award-winning online TraffickWatch®
experience! Take time to learn the facts, discover real
stories, and make an impact in the fight against human
trafficking. Scan the QR code, or visit traffickwatch.org.

2019 FREEDOM REPORT
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Intervention
Bringing
rescue to sons
and daughters.

THE EXODUS ROAD

Our primary expertise lies in empowering nationals
to gather evidence of human trafficking and facilitate
rescue missions with local police.
Since 2011, we have provided local law enforcement, governments,
and NGOs with technology, investigative support, funding and
training to enhance their ability to deliver justice in their own
countries. We have encouraged effective collaboration while
working within national legal systems to effectively change criminal
activity by making human trafficking a more dangerous crime.

2019 Impact
246

RESCUES

133

ARRESTS

38

MISSIONS

All Time Impact
2011 - 2019

1,355

Rescues
Arrests
Missions

660
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Operation Calle
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LATIN AMERICA | FEBRUARY 2019

THE EXODUS ROAD
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On the corner of a Latin American It all changed for Mariana on a cold
street, standing in front of a brothel, spring afternoon. One of the johns
there was a sixteen-year-old girl.
she met wasn’t a john after all.
Her name is Mariana.
Mariana had been on the city
streets since she was nine years old,
living under the care of her father,
a gangster. Her childhood ended
when Mariana’s father was killed in
the streets, and she was taken into
the care of another gangster, who
then sold her into sex work.
Mariana worked this street corner
with a group of other girls, including
Valeria - a young mother. Since she
was fourteen, Valeria worked under
the control of the same network
of pimps for the last three years,
using the small share of the money
she made to support her baby.
Together, Valeria and Mariana
worked on a corner in front of a
hotel turned short time brothel in
one of the most dangerous parts of
the city. Drug dealing, smuggling,
theft, street assaults, and killings
were common occurrences near
these brothels and night-clubs;
it was a veritable nest of criminal
activity.

Police raided the hotel, and she
was led out onto the street. Mariana
saw Valeria, and they waited on
the street together in front of the
hotel as they had done for years.
In the flurry of police and covert
officers arresting the blubbering
hotel manager and traffickers,
Mariana felt confused and scared.
She was fearful that she would face
retribution from her pimp or legal
consequences for her actions.
Tears poured down her face.
Mariana didn’t know what would
happen to her now. She didn’t
know what would happen to her
friend Valeria and her baby.
Mariana watched a woman
approach her on the street. She
was a social worker with child
welfare services. The older woman
embraced Mariana and explained
that she was finally free from her
pimp, free from the streets.

Valeria and Mariana -- two girls
facing lifetimes of abuse -- are now
taking the first steps into a journey
These girls, with no more than a of recovery.
third-grade education, worked day
and night, moving in and out of the
Multimedia Creator
nearby hotel with johns. Most of the
time, the girls were drugged with
cocaine or heroin by their pimps.
Valeria’s baby was left in countless
corners, while her mom faced
abuse in the dark.

-Isaac Leigh

2

RESCUED

2

ARRESTED
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Operation
Dohara

THE EXODUS ROAD
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“Her boyfriend asked her to run away
from home. Then he brought her to
the city and handed her to the local
trafficker. She was unwilling to do the
prostitution, but she had no option.”

-Sudir

India Country Director

INDIA | AUGUST 2019
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14

RESCUED

ARRESTED

The low-lit room is a dance bar. Some
women dance on a stage, pulsing lights
overhead. Other women meander from
table to table through a crush of sweating
men. The women serve drinks and dance in
front of plushy booths where men sit, cash
in hand. The men exhale cigarette smoke in
gray streams while they watch the women
dance.

with watery drunken elation in front of a girl.
The girl bobs her head to the music. She is
sixteen, forced by the dance bar’s manager
into sex work. Nearby two eighteen-yearolds stand pensive by a table, mouthing the
lyrics of lilting indi-pop melodies. They were
trafficked from West Bengal, also under the
pretense of work. Their eyes dart around
the room.

One woman, only eighteen, meanders
between the booths, feigning ease. A man
pulls her by the arm and screams into
her ear; soft ears crushed by the pulsing
electronic dance music crunching through
the speakers. She smiles. She doesn’t
understand him. Trafficked from a rural
village in Bangladesh, she speaks only
Bengali. Tricked into moving to the city for a
job opportunity, she found herself trapped
in the dance bar, forced into sex work.

This dance bar functions as
a feeder for the adjoined
hotel, a brothel. It allows
these johns to select women
before migrating to a room.

A group of men sit in a booth
and smoke alongside the
others, watching the girls
move from table to table in
the flashing lights. They watch
girls disappear through a
The man stares at her, gripping her arm. He door to the adjoined brothel.
is smiling wildly with his teeth. She doesn’t
know what he’s said, but she knows what he These men are The Exodus
means.
Road investigators, gathering
evidence on this dance bar.
Another man dances awkwardly in the aisle
between the tables, sweating and gyrating

For some time, they have watched and
listened, gradually weaving together intel,
learning the stories of those trafficked to the
bar. The investigators’ work is complicated by
the fact that this dance bar and brothel keeps
their women and girls on a rotating schedule
coordinating with other brothels in the area.
The system of movement made it hard to get
actionable evidence, but they were patient.
And persistent.

barely eighteen years old. The police herded
the customers into a group and arrested thirtytwo men in all. The police also arrested all of
the brothel staff and management, totaling
fourteen.

While the stream of men rolled out of the dance
bar and brothel, a mob formed. It was mostly
those from other bars watching the raid, but
the brothel manager also called in powerful
connections to cajole the police officers into
When the indisputable evidence had amassed, releasing him. His begging didn’t work.
local law enforcement agreed to move on the
case.
The women and girls were led outside where
they feared they would be arrested; instead,
Hidden
cameras
recorded they were comforted by social workers present
everything as investigators, posing for the raid. The social workers explained
as customers, were led by brothel that the women and girls had done nothing
staff through the brothel door. wrong, and that a local government safe house
Surrounding the thumping dance awaited them.
bar, thirty Indian police officers
waited for the signal from the men The 14 traffickers and brothel staff were forced
inside. The undercover operatives to appear before the court. They were assigned
followed the brothel staff into a later date for their hearing. One single charge
the adjoining hotel. When the of human trafficking could mean 10+ years in
wad of cash changed hands, the prison for the offenders.
investigators gave the signal.
The dance bar full of the exploited is shuttered
The police stormed into the dance now, closed to the business of slavery under
bar, raiding the brothel as well. the flashing lights.
The music stopped. The officers
Multimedia Creator
gathered three minors and
twenty-nine women, many just

-Isaac Leigh
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OPERATION

LOST

DIESEL TRAINS GRIND
ALONG THE STEEL RAILS,
SQUEALING AS THEY SLOW.
Acrid exhaust, cigarette smoke, and floating
flecks of ash swirl through the throng of
travelers. Sweating alongside one another
as they move toward the doors, the travelers
drag wheeled bags, or carry their purses,
backpacks, and briefcases. Small hands with
black lines under the nails pick through the
pockets and bags of the moving travelers.
They make a living.

motels near beds on which they couldn’t
sleep. Other boys slept near the loud
smoking trains rolling off to places they
couldn’t ride. The seasonal rains that they
once played in when they lived in the village
drenched them daily while they struggled to
satisfy older men.

They make a living for the men above them, One early morning, the boys woke to
that is.
commotion as one hundred police officers
raided the motels in a massive, chaotic
sweep. The mission came on the heels of
intel gathered on the gang by The Exodus
The dirty hands belong mostly to boys -- Road team. Thirteen arrested gang members
pre-teens and newly teenaged runaways. followed officers from their rooms, blearyLeaving broken families in the villages in eyed with sleep, while the police rescued
the northern regions of Thailand, these fifteen Thai boys and two Thai girls from the
children drifted down from the mountains rooms and the nearby streets. Social workers
and jungles of the North, landing on the sat with the children, explaining that their
streets at the heart of the city. Living here slavery was over. They were safe.
in the central train station of the city, the
boys, most without more than a third-grade These children are now survivors. They have
education, were vulnerable. And they were beds to sleep on, clean rooms to live in.
exploited. Members of a gang, men that They’re facing a future where train stations
were homeless themselves or living in short can mean freedom, not nightmares.
time motels nearby, lured the homeless boys
into working for them.

THE EXODUS ROAD

-Isaac Leigh

BOYS
THAILAND | SEPTEMBER 2019

The work was slavery. The boys were forced
to rifle through tourists’ pockets and bags,
stealing whatever they could for the gang.
The boys had to stay out late, selling drugs in
dark alleys. And most devastatingly, the boys
were forced into sex work, escorted to and
from short time motels near the train station.
If the boys didn’t steal, sell, or service men,
the boys would be beaten and tortured by
members of the gang.
For two years, some boys as young as eleven
worked in the short time rooms of nearby

Multimedia Creator
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Aftercare
The work of
restoration.

At The Exodus Road, we believe in the fundamental role of aftercare
for survivors. These children, women, and men have endured horrific
abuse and need specialized care and resources to be restored to
lead healthy, secure lives as members of their own communities.

Though our primary work is in intervention,
we employ local social workers and crisis care
workers as integral members of our Search
+ Rescue teams. Arrest of the traffickers and
rescue of the survivors can be a disorienting,
traumatic experience and ideally, social
workers are present to assure survivors of their
safety, answer questions, meet immediate
needs, and to walk alongside them as they
begin their journeys of restoration.
We also look for ways to support efforts of aftercare shelters
in countries where we work that specialize in caring for human
trafficking survivors. These vetted partners provide medical care
and counseling, legal case management, education, and job
training to equip survivors with tools for success.

27

Component
s
of ideal
Aftercare
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Five

1

Social workers ensure
that immediate physical
and emotional needs
are met.

2
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Rescue is only the first step in a survivor’s journey to experiencing
freedom in body, mind, and spirit. Each survivor’s situation is complex,
but quality aftercare is critical in anti-trafficking work. A quality program
for survivor care addresses the following components:

1

Immediate physical and emotional needs. The immediate needs of
a survivor during and directly after a mission first must be met. Missions
typically involve police and are highly chaotic and traumatic. Providing
a safe place to live is a critical first step, as well.

2

Medical assessment and care. Another urgent need for survivors
is medical screening and care. Survivors of sex and labor trafficking
often have a number of health issues such as malnutrition or sexually
transmitted diseases due to poverty, abuse, and a lack of access to
medical services.

3

Mental health care. Because survivors have experienced severe
trauma, they are vulnerable to a variety of mental health complications
and re-victimization. Quality aftercare programming includes
specialized therapy that addresses the effects of trauma.

Medical care is provided to the
survivor by government or private
aftercare organizations.

4

Legal guidance and advocacy. Aftercare programs also play an
important role in assisting survivors with their legal case management.
This process may take years, but the pursuit of justice for traffickers can
be a significant step of empowerment.

25

29

5

Education and job training. As survivors move towards reintegration
to their communities, education and the ability to make a sustainable
income are important. When survivors can provide for themselves, they
break the cycle of vulnerability and are less likely to be re-victimized.

3

Mental health
care is a necessary
component in a
survivor’s holistic
journey to restoration.

Though our work is focused primarily in the intervention sphere, we do
employ social workers and support aftercare partners in the countries
where we work. With your support, we are committed to empowering
a holistic approach to a survivor’s freedom journey.

THE EXODUS ROAD

-Stephanie Kunstle
Staff Writer

4

Legal advocacy is provided to the
survivor as justice is sought in cases
with known traffickers.

Education and job training empowers
survivors to break the cycle of
vulnerability and thrive in their freedom.

5

S U R V I V O R
S T O R I E S

Read real stories of survivors that
The Exodus Road has helped to free.
Scan the QR code or visit
theexodusroad.com/blog.
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Branded No More
MEDALS ON HIS MILITARY UNIFORM, NO ONE
EVER THOUGHT A HUMAN TRAFFICKER WOULD
BE THAT DECORATED.
The operation he was running in Latin America was a sick one. He built relationships
online with young girls, ages 11 -16. He gave them attention; he promised them
what they wanted to hear. Then he lured them to a tattoo shop with the promise
of a free tattoo. The girls didn’t know the tattoo artist was working with the military
officer directly, and what began as a simple gift, turned into an actual brand
forever inked on the young girls’ bodies.
The trauma of the brand turned into the repeated-trauma of trafficking, as the
girls were then coerced to have sex with him and others for his profit.
This abuse continued. More girls, more tattoos, more rape.
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UNTIL THE EXODUS ROAD OPERATIVES FOUND
PROOF OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING.

T H E Y T H E N Q U I C K LY C O L L E C T E D
INTELLIGENCE, WORKED WITH
P O L I C E , A N D B U I LT A PA C K A G E O F
DAMNING EVIDENCE AGAINST THE
OFFICER.

THE EXODUS ROAD

Soon after, police partners moved on behalf
of justice. The officer and tattoo artist were
arrested. The officer received 20 years of
sentence time, decorated now in only the dull
gray of a federal prison uniform.
The survivors were placed immediately in the
care of TER’s aftercare partner, a nationally-run
organization in Latin America, well known for
its longevity and holistic programming. The
social workers gave the young girls immediate
care as they shared their testimonies and

walked through the court proceedings. They
received counseling and medical assessment.
They started new lives.
But they were still branded, still inked with an
ever-present reminder of the nightmare.
Then the social workers asked The Exodus
Road: “Could you help with tattoo removal
services?”
“Absolutely,” was our immediate response.
And while these four young girls will forever
carry in their hearts and minds the scars of
their exploitation, his brand decorates their
bodies no more.

Special Thanks

-Laura Parker
President

to our Search + Rescue monthly giving community who
helped to fund investigations and social workers in this
case, and to Pulpit Rock Church who helped fund the
tattoo removal services for the survivors.

2019 FREEDOM REPORT

Human Trafficking
EMPOWER RESCUE

Join Search + Rescue

Your gift of $40 or more a month will be used 100% to fuel front
lines investigation, rescue, and aftercare. We know that not
everyone can physically go and find those trapped in human
trafficking. When you join the Search + Rescue community,
you empower us to deploy a team on your behalf.
THEEXODUSROAD.COM/SEARCH-RESCUE
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TER PODCAST

THE EXODUS ROAD

First-hand accounts
from the front lines.

Our 5-Star rated podcast, Until All Are Free, gives listeners
an understanding of the systemic issues of human trafficking
through conversations with our founders and other experts,
incredible stories of survivors, and interviews with the
ordinary operatives who bring extraordinary justice through
the work of The Exodus Road.
THEEXODUSROAD.COM/PODCAST

WANT TO FIGHT
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
BUT DON’T KNOW
WHERE TO START?
THEEXODUSROAD.COM/TAKE-ACTION

rise up
fight
injustice
IT IS OUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO
AND

2019 FREEDOM REPORT

light to dark places
Continue Good
Candles
LIGHTING THE DARK

This hand-poured soy candle company
is owned and operated by husband
and wife duo, Calvin and Mollie Beck.
Continue Good’s “Be a Light” candle
series encourages customers to spread
kindness in their community. Ten percent
of all sales go to The Exodus Road to
strategically fight human trafficking. This
intentionality within their businesses
consistently funds freedom for survivors
around the globe.
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Rickson D’Souza and
the Marathon de Sables
RACING FOR RESCUE

In April of 2019, life insurance
consultant from Dubai, UAE, Rickson
D’Souza rallied friends, family,
colleagues, and clients to support
his fundraiser. He participated in
the Marathon de Sables -- a six day,
156 mile ultramarathon through the
Sahara Desert in southern Morocco.
He dedicated the run to The Exodus
Road and raised over $20,000.
Rickson is a steadfast ally in the fight
against human trafficking, and he
continues to seek creative ways to
support the work of freedom.

35

You Got Creative

THE EXODUS ROAD

SOCIAL FUNDRAISERS

Birthdays, holidays, races, and
more! You rallied friends and
families to support you as you
empowered rescue in 2019.
Through 124 fundraisers held on
our behalf, you raised over $46,000
to fuel prevention, intervention, and
aftercare efforts through The Exodus
Road.

Ordinary
Heroes bringing

Fooju Dance Fundraiser
FUELING FREEDOM THROUGH THE ARTS

Adam Robert Dickerson, a Paul
Taylor Dance Company member
and creator and choreographer
of the modern dance company,
Fooju Dance Collaborative,
held two fundraising shows for

The Exodus Road in New York
City in 2019. Company dancers
volunteered all rehearsal and
performance hours and the
proceeds from ticket sales
funded rescue globally.
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Financials

“At The Exodus Road we are deeply committed to both fiscal and operational transparency. Our best
practices serve as our compass as we push into the darkest places and find those waiting to be freed.
Our generous donors and partners are making rescue a reality, and we couldn’t be more grateful.”

-Stephanie Steinbart
Chief Operating Officer

Financial Partners

more at

THEEXODUSROAD.COM/PARTNERS

$10,000+ IN 2019 CONTRIBUTIONS
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5 Day Deal
24 Hour Race
Accelerated Wealth
Awaken Church
Child Aid International
Cincy Gutter Boys
Community Bible Church
Curtis L. Carlson Family Foundation
Discovery Church
Georgianna United Methodist Church
Messenger International
National Christian Foundation

N2Gives
Neadwerx
Northstar Church
Pentrust Mortgage
Precision Aircraft Management
Pulpit Rock Church
Regency Wealth Management
Samtec Cares
St. Aubyn Family Foundation
Something New
Valkyrie Gives
Zimmer Family Foundation

37

Gift In-Kind Partners
$10,000+ IN 2019 CONTRIBUTIONS

THE EXODUS ROAD

Cellebrite
Grateful Inconvenience

Transparency

Hydration Media
Remedy Drive

Every year since 2012, The Exodus Road’s finances have been
independently audited by CapinCrouse, a national full-service CPA
and consulting firm devoted to serving nonprofit organizations.

LEARN
M O R E

See financial reports
from past years and
learn about the fiscal
responsibility that we
take seriously at The
Exodus Road. Scan
the QR code, or visit
theexodusroad.com/
financials.
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Just
i
ce
Hands Ordinary
IS IN THE

OF THE
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ON BEHALF OF THE EXODUS ROAD BOARD,
THANK YOU FOR EMPOWERING RESCUE.

Cliff Clarkson
Samtec

Grateful Inconvenience Media

Steve Leigh

Daniel Murphy

Tori Murphy

Laura Parker

Matt Parker

Sarah Ray

Microsoft

THE EXODUS ROAD

Nate Griffin

Homemaker, Activist

The Exodus Road

Colorado Rockies, MLB

The Exodus Road

Nonprofit Consultant

Matt Stowell

Crossroads Bible Church

THE EXODUS ROAD
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